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Research and publication: 
Getting started 

Lisa Deng  Hong Kong Baptist University 



About Research… 



Image from: http://writepass.com/services/dissertations 



What’s the most important part? 

• Research question 

• Methodology 

• Theoretical framework 

• Writing 

• Data collection and analysis 



RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

• Specific 

• Guide research design 

oData collection 

oData analysis 

oDiscussion 



Research topic /area 
 

Literature review 

Research question 

General 

Specific 



My framework 

Social 
interaction 

Self- 
expression 

Reflective 
dialogue 

Self-  
reflection 



Your interest 

Passion 



Sources of research topic 

• Your experience is the greatest asset 

• Read literature 

• Talk to others  



About Literature 
Review… 



Literature Your study 

Research Gap 

Contribution/ 

Significance 



Read with your head and 
hands 



Take notes & organize 

• Write a summary 

• Structured notes (empirical study) 

o Research question/hypothesis/purpose 

o (theoretical framework) 

o Methods: context; data collection; analysis 

o Results/findings 

o Comments  

 



My structured notes 

[The idea presented is rather refreshing. But the second half of the paper is rather 

confusing to me.] 
 

Research question: 

The paper explores into the potential of blogs for peer learning and peer support. It aims 

to determine how blogs enhance reflective learning and probe into the question: to what 

extent can blogs promote reflective and peer learning? 

 

Methods: 

Within a library and information science degree program, weekly blogs were used to 

replace the private journals in a blended learning setting. Students were also required to 

comment on each other. 

 

Results: 

The study shows that blogs are suitable tools for structured reflective writing 

and feedback.  

"Unfortunately, these reflections were mainly focused on single critical 

incidents in the classrooms that primarily dealt with survival in the 

classroom"(p. 258) 

 

My feelings, responses, notes to myself  

Direct quote 



Tools 

 

Endnote 

Google Scholar 

scholar.google.com


Literature Review 

Summarize 

Synthesize 

Critique 



Summarize 

notes 



Synthesize 

• By papers (Paper 1, 2, 3) 

• By chronological order  

• By theme 



STRUCTURE 
Study A 

Study B 

Study C 



STRUCTURE 
Author A (1999) 

Author B (2003) 

Author C (2007) 



SYNTHESIZE 



HOW TO SYNTHESIZE 

• Find themes, relationships 

• Detect similarities and differences 

o Theoretical frameworks 

o Participants/contexts 

o Methods 

o Findings 
 



HOW TO SYNTHESIZE 
Theme 1 Theme 2 Theme 3 

Paper 1 x 

Paper 2 x 

Paper 3 x 

Paper 4 x x 



HOW TO SYNTHESIZE 

(King, Young 1994) 
(Friesen, Kang, 

McDougall, 1995) 

(Mahan, Stachowski, 

1990) 

confirms expands 



 

• Come to a conclusion 

• Lead naturally into research gap 



About Publication… 



When to start publication? 

The earlier, the better. 



How to start? 

• Start with conference papers 

 

• Try conceptual and review papers 

o Your framework 

o Literature review 

 



Why bother? 



Boost your confidence 



Get constructive feedback 



Impress your  
examiners 
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How to choose journals 
 

• Check impact factor 

• Aims and scope match your paper 

• Papers on the same themes? 

• Asking around 

• Choose before you write 

 

 



My bad experience 

1 2 3 4 



Writer’s block 





 
Liping.deng@gmail.com 


